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SERMON XIV. 
BY REV. JAMES H. BUGBEE, OF PLYMOUTH, MASS. 


“ Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy.God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first commandment. And the se- 
cond is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”—Mar. 22: 37, 38, 39. 





These words were delivered by Jesus Christ, in reply to a very subtle 
and very determined opposer. It is reported by the context, that a certain 
dignified person, with a view to tempt our Lord, interrogated him in the fol- 
lowing manner: “ Master, which is the great commandment in the law ?”’ 
Doubtless, the inquirer calculated on gaining over Jesus, a splendid and de- 
cided victory. But the unmeditated answer of our blessed Saviour disap- 
pointed his expectations, and subjected himself, and his colleagues, to merit- 
ed disgrace. 

It will be recollected, that Jesus had just ended his discourse to the 
Sadducean doctors, concerning the doctrine of the resurrection. This sect 
were bold in denying a future existence, maintaining that death is an eternal 
sleep. Not understanding the Scriptures relative to a future life, man was 
regarded by them as composed entirely of matter, and destined to perish 
for ever. ‘Against this cheerless doctrine, the Pharisees held to a future 
state of conscious being. These two sects were not only distinguished by 
this difference of opinion, but by their settled enmity one against the other. 
A perpetual hostility was kept alive between them, not very unlike that which 
characterizes religious sects at this eventful age. But, notwithstanding the 
hatred which they bore one against the other, they were most horribly. unan- 
imous in their opposition to Jesus and his religion. ‘They exerted all their 
concentrated wisdom and power, to disgrace his person, and overthrow his 
doctrine. This, at first sight. is calculated to excite surprise ; for it is truly 
wonderful, with what facility two contending parties unite, to accomplish the 
destruction of a third. When Jesus was destined to be crucified, two dig- 
nified enemies were made friends. In the conduct of our opposers, have we 
not, let me ask,. seen something of this inconsistent manceuvreing? Ingstan- 
ces are not rare, of different denominations uniting in what they no doubt 
consider a holy warfare against the friends of impartial grace. ‘This is too 
notorious to require a particular statement of facts. 

In the case before us, we witness the efforts of bigoted sectarians to sup- 
port a sinking cause. ‘ When tle Pharisees heard that [Christ] had silenc~ 
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ed the Sadducees, they were gathered together.”” But for what purpose 
were they assembled ? To worship God? No. T hey were gathered to 
exult in the downfall of their opposers. For what is more common than for 
one religious sect to rejoice over the failure and disgrace of another. Do you 
imagine, brethren, that any thing would give more joy to your opposers, than 
to behold your society rent with disorder? Would they not rejoice over 
your ruins? God grant your misfortunes may never afford them a feast so 
delicious. But the Pharisees, in assembling, might have had another ob- 
ject in view. While they exulted in the fall of their enemies, they probably 
trembled for themselves and their cause. He who had so effectually -silenc- 
ed the Sadducees, might next silence them. Hence, they deemed it prudent 
to act upon the defensive. While he was engaged in exposing the errors of 
their adverseries, the Pharisees were silent. But their silence did not pro- 
ceed from their indifference ; for as soon as Christ had ended his discourse, 
one of their number stood ready to attack him. With this view, he propos- 
ed the question presented in our text. But, notwithstanding the answer of 
Jesus went to refute his narrow views, and completely disappointed him, he 
was compelled to approve of it: “ Thou hast answered well.’ Having no- 
ticed the origin of our text, we purpose first, to speak of the nature of the 
moral law ; next, of its end; and lastly, of the obligation of man to render 
obedience. 

When demanded of by the lawyer, which is the first and great command- 
ment, Jesus responded, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,” &c. This law is an- 
cient as creation, and is engraven upon our very natures. [n infinite mer- 
cy, God framed this law, to point out to man the rule of his duty, and the 
path of true felicity. It is perfect in all its parts, and admits of no limitation, 
no concurrence. In every respect, it is adapted to the capacities and cir- 
cumstances of men. It requires nothing ‘which is not for the interest and 
happiness of the human race. Man is enjoined to love his God with his 
whole heart. Was ever a command more reasonable? Does not nature 
teach the child to love and reverence his father? And if there be a God, 
if we have a wise and holy and merciful Father in the heavens, are we not 
bound to_reverence him? Can ye imagine a Being of perfect goodness, to 
whom ye owe the gift of life and all its mercies, whose kind care and pro- 
tection is constantly over you, whose superabounding mercy hath been dis- 
played in the forgiveness of your sins, and will still display its riches in car- 
rying you onward and upward to immortality—and withhold from him your 
highest and purest love? O, no; every heart responds, “ We love Him be- 
cause He first loved us.” 

In this divine law we are presented with the substance of all genuine re- 
ligion. The religious zealot may boast of his miraculous conversion ; the 
enthusiast of a divine afflatus, of heavenly impulse ; the bigot may bow to 
his triune God, and defend his creed at the point of the sword ; the catho- 
lic may count his beads, or kiss his images—but all this is not religion. It 
is the love of God and our neighbor that constitutes heaven. This com- 
pletes human duty, human perfection, human bliss. Jesus hath affirmed, 
that this is the law and the prophets. 

We remark, that this law is in its nature unlimited. It requires unlimited 
obedience ; it proposes unlimited good. Every human being is compre- 
hended in its designs, and the happiness of every soul is its last object. 
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Here is the proof we have to offer of God’s supreme and impartial good- 
ness. This law, of which God is the author, proposes the ultimate holiness 
of the human race. Is not this an end most noble, most benevolent? Un- 
happily for orthodoxy, but happily for man, this holy law condemns no soul 
to endless wo, but requires all men to be holy, and consequently happy. By 
it, every man is forbidden either to hate God or his neighbor ; but the re- 
verse, to “love God with all his heart, and his neighbor as himself.” We 
have been told by some, that the law of heaven is so severe, that those who 
transgress it, thereby incur the penalty of endless wo. But permit me to 
ask, if our remarks have not refuted this horrid idea? Have we not seen, 
that the law of God demands the holiness and happiness of the whole human 
race’? That it proposes to unite men to God in the bonds of love? ‘That 
it demands the whole heart and soul? Hear the law ; hear its inspired ex- 

under, who was greater than Moses—“ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God,” 
&c. What, let me ask, is the first idea contained in our text? Is it not 
that God is the common Father of all? Glorious thought—the eternal God, 
the universal Parent. ‘“ Have we not all one Father?” The second idea 
is, that we are obligated to love God, not as a tyrant, but as a father. ‘The 
next idea is, that we are to love our neighbor. ‘The love of God necessarily 
induces us to love mankind, who are the children of God. He who loveth 
God, should love his neighbor. If God so loved us, we ought also to love 
one another. This is the language of all real Christians. The principle of 
which I now speak, induces us to do to all men as we would that they should 
do to us. Do they, think you, love God and their neighbor, who regard the 
one as a tyrant, and the other as an infidel? Do they, think you, love their 
neighbor as themselves, when they consign him to ceaseless torments? If I 
persecute my neighbor for his faith, and, because he cannot see with me, 
give him over to demons, do I not discover a want of loveto him? Could! 
dispose of him thus, did I love him as myself? Oh, no! I could not deal 
thus towards a tiger. ‘Thank God, my heart is a stranger to such depraved 
feelings. Thank God, I look not for an exclusive heaven, but anticipate for 
my neighbor the same immortality, the same joy, and the same glory, which 
I hope myself to realize. Thank God, I belong to the human race, that I 
am one of the human family. I will not ask, with the ancient bigot, who 
prided himseif on his own elevation—“ And who is my neighbor?’ All 
men are my neighbors and my brethren. I glory in acknowledging this 
boundless affinity. No matter of what tribe, kingdom or country ; no mat- 





ter of what form or color ; every man who needs our assistance is our neigh- _ 


bor. Is he rich? is he poor? is he virtuous ? is he vicious ? are questions 
which weigh not with me. Distinctions like these, cannot destroy this uni- 
versal brotherhood. Shall we disown any of our race, because they are less 
virtuous than ourselves? Should God disown us because we are sinners, 
what would be our fate? Having explained the nature and end of this law, 
let us ask, whether it shall be fulfilled ? 

The design of God in instituting this law, is drawn from the dispensation 


itself. Doubtless, all will admit, that it was the intention of the Author of ~ 


this law, that all men should become obedient. If this were not his design, 
why command the love of all’? If, as some have affirmed, a part of mankind 
were reduced to the dreadful necessity of hating him forever, why should he 
impose such a law ? Do ye suppose God would create beings for eternal tor- 
ment, and then demand their veneration and love? Impossible. Nor can 
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we imagine, that God would frame a law which he had no ability to fulfil, 
It is the mark of weakness, to propose an end, without adopting sufficien: 
means to secure it. In this law, God has proposed a gracious and beneyo- 
lent end, and the idea that he cannot accomplish it, supposes him weak, and 
that he has undertaken a work too mighty for him. But think ye that God 
wants power. to execute his designs ? As an Almighty agent will he fail to 
enforce his law? No. Heavers that his purposes shall all stand ; that his 
thoughts shall all come to pass. No; in the God we worship, there is no 
want of wisdom, none of goodness, none of power. We believe that this 
law will be accomplished, because God is able to exact the obedience he re- 
quires. We believe that it will be accomplished, because the interests of 
the world render it desirable. We believe it will be accomplished, because 
he whoveame to fulfil it has declared—* One jot or tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Such is the evidence we urge on this 
point, and we urge it fearlessly. We now demand, whether the doctrine of 
unlimited salvation be a heresy or a damning delusion? What is it to be 
saved, but to love God and our neighbor? And when all are brought to obey 
God’s law, none will remain unsaved. “ When every knee shall bow, of 
things in heaven, in earth, under the earth,” W&c., then will this law have 
been fulfilled, and holiness and happiness will run parallel forever. I know 
not how this reasoning will affect some of you. I know not what notions 
you have formed of God, nor what a heaven you anticipate. Perhaps sorne 
have the vanity to believe they shall go to heaven, and others to hell. With 
such, if any there be, I seriously differ. I would as soon blot from my mind 
the idea of a God, as that he is not the Father and Saviour of mankind. | 
cannot resist the conviction that there is a God, nor can I resist the convié- 
tion that he is good to all. Both the nature and requirements of God, lead 
me to conclude with the apostle, that a period is rolling on, when ‘* God shall 
be all and in all.” 
We have now spread before you the sentiments contained in the text. 
Doubtless, in many hearts they will find a welcome abode. Doubtless, to 
many bosoms these sentiments are grateful. But not to every heart do these 
thoughts appear beautiful ; not in every bosom do they dwell. O,my God, 
can it be that thy grace offends? Can it be that thy boundless compassion 
is despised? Is thy- law too benign—thy grace too extensive ? And who, 
and what, O my God, are they, whom thy promises, thy law and thy gospel 
offend? Are they those whose sins have been forgiven by thy mercy ? And 
are they offended at thy determination to have mercy upon all? «“ Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” [stand riot here to condemn 
any man ; but warn, entreat, and beseech every man. Through mistakeh 
ideas of God and his law, I see thousands despairing of divine mercy, loath- 
ing existence, yet dreading to die. O, if there be any present who are in 
this condition, as a disciple of Jesus I tender you the promises and hopes of 
the gospel. I declare on the authority of heaven, that instead of demanding 
your endless shame and wo, God requires of you love and felicity. He will 
have all mento be saved. He hathsent his son Jesus Christ, endowed with 
ample suecours, to reconcile all things to himself. All power in heaven and 
on earth is given Him, that he might reduce to obedience the whole human 
race. By Him I am authorised*to say, that God is not a tyrant to any, but 
that he loves the world. Were I endowed with the power of an arch angel, 
and had I the trump of God, I would spread this truth from pole to pole. 
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It has been said of us, that we set aside the law of God, and explain 
away its threatenings. But such charges are unjust. We believe that this 
law, and all the promises of God, will be fulfilled. We say it is the duty of 
all men, to love God and their fellow men. And we also believe, that God 
will exercise his grace and power, until all are subdued to his moral govern- 


Ne. 





—_—_— 


ment. 





SERMON XV. 


* When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they 
also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. And when they found 
him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither? 
Jesus answered them, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because 

e saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.”—Joun 6: 
24, 25, 26. 

When I wasa child I used to listen with all my might to hear the 
text, when I went to meeting; particularly when a strange minister 
preached. After Charity has made all her allowances, there remains 
something of pride and ambition in the best heart. These failings will 
slide beneath even a black garment; and insinuate themselves almost 
imperceptibly into the humble pretensions of the pious and watchful.— 
Consequently, it is nothing strange, if an opportunity, only once offer- 
ed, should be seized with alacrity, and the good man concentrate into a 
focus, the essentials, particulars, excellencies, and pungencies of his 
system. Therefore, all the artillery of rebuke and threatening—all 
the fire and brimstone, and horrors of a whole consequence resulting 
from all the sins of a generation of offenders, are sometimes discharged 
in a single volley. When this is about to happen, there is the forerun- 
ner of a ‘‘ dreadful note of preparation.”” The mindis awakened to re- 
ceive all that is coming; and the eyes and ears, and whole sensorium, 
are adjusted, and fixed in a posture to catch every particle, and obtain the 
extent and full measure of the discourse. In this manner, even a child 
becomes an adept at conjecture, and can estimate the consequences as 
soon as the cause is discovered. 

There is one kind of courage which becomes us best when we cher- 
ish the conviction of our own safety; and behold, in anticipation, the 
danger thicken around the heads of others. Thus the most terrible 
ahathemas are heard from the pulpit, and fall harmless at our feet; be- 
cause we view them as weapons discharged at our wicked neighbors.— 
Thus we become familiar with terrible ministers, and terrible sermons ; 
and can estimate the amount intended, because the text measures the 
preacher’s intention. On the present occasion, conjecture may not be 
altogether useless ; but any suspicion of anathemas will be lost in the 
sequel. 

A text isatext. It is the use that is made of it that alters it, and puz- 
zles the world with doubts of the preacher’s meaning, and the utility of 
his preaching. Sometimes a text is converted inte an arsenal; all the 
munitions of war are foun: in it, and the pulpit becomes a fort or bat- 
tery, by turns beseiging and storming the congregation. At another 
time. the text is neglected as useless; and the preacher substitutes, from 
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his treasure-house of knowledge, all the arcana of wisdom appertain- 
ing to his sect and dogmas. And ‘once in a while,” as on the present 
occasion, the text is acknowledged to be a true declaration, sufficient of 
itself, and nothing wanting but a mind to understand it, and an honest 
heart to admit its application. 

The truth ef Sulomon’s assertion is manifested by every day’s obser- 
vation. ‘There is nothing new under the sun.” Christ’s miracles are 
estimated as in days of yore; and in despite of professions, men ‘ seek” 
him, becanse this seeking provides the loaves which fill them. 

The better to understand our text, (for we will aot pervert it,) let us 
divide or arrange its several propositions. 

First:—Those to whom the answer was given. Second :-—The an- 
swer. Third:—The meaning of it. Which will lead, 

First:—To a consideration of Christ’s miracles. Second :—The 
loaves. Third:—Those who scught him for the sake of the loaves; 
and were filled with the loaves instead of the miracles. 

Anil now let me beseech the reader, if he has more than one spark of 
jealousy or prejudice about him, to lay it aside until we conclude our 
discourse. Surely, reader, it will look very suspicious, and militate 
much against your motives, to be displeased at the onset. It will speak 
a language for you, and say that you are a candidate for the /oaves ; and 
that however you may esteem the miracles, you cannot relish them with- 
out a savory seasoning. To attend to our first position— 

It-was the “ people,” generally, that Christ addressed. They ‘“ took 
shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus.” A laudable mo- 
tive, says the superficial reader; for ‘‘ they that seek shall find.” True. 
But they sought him not for the miracles, but for the loaves. Therefore, 
they obtained the loaves, which they desired; and lost sight of the mir- 
acles. 

Secondly :—The answer Christ gave them, proves our declaration te 
be true. He admitted they sought him. The people, the majority, per- 
haps of the busy folks, who were actively engaged in securing their own 
interests, and unsolicitous about the good of others. 

_ ‘Thirdly :—The answer is too unequivocal to require any explanation, 

relative to the justness of the reproof it contains. ‘* Ye seek me,’’ that 
is evident, for you are here at Capernaum, with me; but what motive 
induced you to come? ‘Not because ye saw the miracles, but because 
ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.” To arrive at the meaning of 
the answer, will lead us to consider, 

First:—Christ’s miracles. And it is remarkable, that his miracles 
were always wrought to produce good to ethers. ‘He went about do- 
ing good ; healing all manner of diseases.” His miracles were the ex- 
ercise of his healing powers, when he blessed the helpless, and freed 
them from the maladies which they suffered. Universal benignity and 
love shonein all his works. His mercy was not circumscribed, but ex- 
tended even to those who sought his life. And the greatest miracle he 
wrought, was the power of love over all the infirmities and frailties of the 
body he bore, by which he quelled every feeling of hostility to his ene- 
mies, and expired, in cruel agonies, breathing out his life in a prayer 
for the forgiveness of those by whose wicked hands he was slain. Can 
the mind conceive a greater act! Power, alone may create worlds,— 
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Wisdom, confined to prescience, may tell the amount and consequence 
of the worlds which shall exist, and assist in the plan of their formation. 
But Jove, and love only can produce the record of events which will 
display the perfection of Omnipotence, and secure the aclamations of 
adoring millions. The triumph of Christ was the miracle of Omnipo- 
tent Power, Infinite Wisdom, and unbounded Love. Can it be possi- 
ble that a loaf of bread, is preferred to this miracle of Love! Let us con- 
sider, 

Secondly :—The Joaves. “ Bread is the staff of life.” It is worth 
seeking; but the whole blame lies in the hypocrisy of the pretension; 
which would make the lookers on believe the party to be swallowed up 
of love for the miracles, when “ their inward thought is,” to obtain ‘‘ the 
loaves and be filled.” There is no harm, friend, we would say, in ob- 
taining the loaves, even to the amount of three thousand five hundred 
per year, only be honest, and not play the hypocrite, by pretending that 
the miracles are the objectin view; when the loaves are esteemed of the 
first consequence. It is remarkable that the people did not go to Ca- 
pernaum, until they had first eaten of the “loaves and were filled.””— 
Christ “‘ went about doing good.” He wrought miracles often. But it 
was the loaves which excited curiosity, and prevailed upon the people to 
goto Capernaum. How many go to Capernaum in our day to eat the 
loaves! Alas! for the pretensions of the age we live in; that is, for 
those who make them, and who go to Capernaum with two faces. By 
loaves, however, we are not restricted to the conclusion that bread only 
isintended. Those spoken of in our text, had fish with the loaves. In 
our day, the palates of those who goto Capernaum are variously exci- 
ted, and the loaves of modern times are much Jarger than in “ days of 
yore.” 

There is another distinction which must be made, to suit the differ- 
ence between ancient and modern times; which painful to relate, is 
much to the discredit of modern loaf-hunters. It is this; we must state 
it notwithstanding the greatness of our compunction in so doing. The 
loaf-hunters of old, were filled, and there remained fragments—But now, 
they eat the whole that is offered; and, wonderful to relate, are some- 
tines so voracious as to complain of the smallness of the loaves, and to 
leave Capernaum on that account alone! * * * * * * * * ® # 

Shame on the degenerate days in which we live: that even the hy- 
pocrisy of the pretension should be winked at, and the party remain dis- 
satisfied, andthreaten to leave Capernaum. Who are these pretenders? 
Answering this interrogation will lead to the consideration of our last 
proposition, as follows— 

Thirdly :—Those who sought him for the sake of the loaves ; and were 
filled with the loaves, instead of the miracles. This carries us back 
again, to the time of miracles. Because those of that day were filled with 
the Joaves, instead of the miracles. They had no room left for miracles, 
But now youcannot,fill them. The loaves are devoured, and the eaters 
appear like “« Pharaolt’s lean kine,”’ as voracious as ever. Look at the 
pretension! Who would confess that the loaves were the whole induce- 
ment? Remove the loaves, the cause ceases, and they leave Caperna- 
um. The people pretend to seek Christ, for the sake of his miracles. 

What, says the inquisitive reader, has the miracles to do with the 
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loaves, or the loaves with the miracles? Nothing at all. We see no 
analogy between them. They are no more alike than the real and pre- 
tended motives of those who went to Capernaum. There is no resem- 
blance, no affinity whatever ; it is only pretension, after all is said, seek- 
ing Joaves, and calling them miracles. 

‘Who are these loaf. eaters? Alas! for them, reader, we do not like 
to be too particular, for fear of giving offence. Let us venture a con- 
jecture, together, and share the blame ; declaring at the onset, that we 
do not mean to have a word we shall speak, apply to one person who 
ever went to Capernaum out of love to the miracles. As for those, 
whose only motive is to obtain the ‘loaves and fishes,” we need fear 
nothing from them, for they are all gone to Capernaum. 











EXTRACT FROM “SMITH ON THE DIVINE GOVERNMENT.” 


in endeavouring to account for the existence of the world, we find it im- 
possible to resist the conclusion, that it is the production of a Being of Al- 
mighty power, and of perfect goodness. It is evident that it did not create 
itself, for creation necessarily supposes a pre-existing intelligence. It is evi- 
dent that the creatures on its surface did not give being to themselves, for 
they do not comprehend the mode of their own existence. They must there- 
fore derive their origin from some being who understood their nature, and 
who endued them with the faculties they possess. 

The simplest ideas that we seem capable of forming of this Being, are, 
that he is intelligent, and that he is uncaused. Intelligent he must be, for 
there are in his works, proofs of exquisite and amazing skill ; and if there 
be any thing of which we may be certain, it is, that wherever there is con- 
trivance there must have been a contriver, and that an adaptation of means 
to an end, cannot possibly exist, without the operation of a being who per- 
ceived and designed the end, and fitted the means to accomplish it. 

That the Great First Cause of all things must be himself uncaused, is also 
a truth which we are obliged to admit: for if we imagine that the immediate 
Creator of the world derives his existence and power from some superior 
being, we must stippose, either that this superior being is ungaused, in which 
case it is he who will answer to our conception of the Deity, or that he is 
dependent upon a third, and that this third is dependent on a fourth, and so 
on in an infinite series. But this infinite succession of dependent beings, re- 
quires a first and independent cause, as much as any one in the series ; and 
however far we may choose to carry our thoughts backward, we must at 
iength come to the conclusion, that there is some one independent, underived 
being, the peculiarity of whose nature we endeavour to express, by saying 
that he is self-existent. It is this being that we term God, and that we sup- 
pose to be the Creator of the world. 

If in this visible creation there be proofs of such contrivance as cannot but 
convince the mind that it is the production of infinite intelligence, it likewise 
contains indications of such power, as we must acknowledge to be altogether 
without limits. He who could create such a world as this, must be able to 
do whatever it is possible for wisdom and power to accomplish. We have 
therefore no difficulty in conceiving, that the author of this part of the creation 
is the author of the universe, however unlimited it be, or however amazing the 
degree of wisdom and power necessary to the production of it. 
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i> REMOVAL. 

[¢- The Office of the “ Gospel Herald 
and Universalist Review,” is removed to 
the room in the rear of the 3d Universalist 
Church in Grand (near Division) street. 





If any of our city subscribers do not re- 
ceive their numbers, they will please notify 


us thereof, 


The embarrassment incidental to remov- 
ing a printing establishment, may account 





to our patrons for the late reception of the 
9th and present number of the Herald. 





The article headed “ Clerical Consisten- 
cy” needs no comment. We should be 
pleased to receive the ‘ second lesson’ from 
the author. 





“ Aut we like sheep have gone astray.” 
—Bible. 
and to save that which was lost.” 
his purpose be accomplished ? 


Christ says—I came “to seek 


Will 





Calvinists contend that the elect cannot 
be lost. The elect are the chosen—ergo, 
the chosen will be saved. Christ says— 
“Have not I chosen you twelve, and one 
of you is a devil ?” 

This was spoken of Judas Iscariot. He 
was chosen—the chosen are the elect—the 
elect will be saved—ergo, Judas will be 
saved. 





Christ says—* And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, wri. draw aLL men unto 
me.” Yet we are told that Christ will 
DRIVE SOME men to hell! 





We are told that mankind must be 
changed, or they will never be admitted 
intoheaven. This we believe. Paul tells 
us that “ we sHatyt ALL be cuaneep.” 





Will some of our brethren who believe 
that the doctrine of endless misery is 
taught in the Scriptures, endeavor to re- 
concile the following passages? 

“The Lord is good to all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works.”—Psalm 
145: 9: 

“ Tam the Lord : I change not.”—Mala- 
chi 3: 6. 

St. James says—“ Goodness leadeth to 
repentance.” Yet the learned D.D.’s of 
modern times preach the hatred of God as 
an inducement to men to reform! 





Rev. John F. Myers, of Boston, has re- 
ceived and accepted an invitation to be- 
come the pastor of the First Universalist 
Society in this city. 

——— +: © — 
COMMUNICATIONS. 





The passage which speaks of cutting off one 
hand, or foot, because it is better to enter into 
life maimed, than to have two hands, or feet, 
to go into hell [Gehenna]—is frequently 
brought forward by the professedly orthodox, 
as an insurmountable barrier to universal sal- 
vation. They contend that the two hands and 
feet mean our sins—cutting off the right hand 
and foot, mean, casting off our DARLING sins, 
in order that we may enter heaven. 


If this definition of the text be correct, we 
should read and understand the subject as fol- 
lows: “If any man has two sins, it is better 
for him to cut off the most precious one of 
them, and go to heaven with the other, than 
to carry two sins with him to hell.” J.B.S. 


CLERICAL CONSISTENCY. 


In a town not far from the line of the 
state of New-York, in the land of steady 
habits, there lives a plain farmer, (and a 
good neighbor he is,) who is truly pious, 
according to the unalterable decrees of or- 
thodoxy ; so much so, that he determined 
like Micah, to have a priest in his own 
house. And it came to pass, as he com- 
muned with the Lord, (of orthodoxy) that 
the Lord said unto him, Thy son Ebene- 
zer is blessed of the Lord, and his qualifi- 
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cations have found favor in mine eyes: go 
therefore now, and have him made a priest 
unto thee, and to thy house after the order 
of Aaron: which pleased the good man, and 
he gave thanks unto the Lord. And it 
came to pass in those days, that Ebenezer 
was made priest as the Lord had directed, 
and the heart of the old man was made 
glad. But in process of time, Ebenezer the 
priest not being called of the Lord, (money) 
and his father being well stricken in years, 
and not well able to support Ebenezer his 
son in the style and dignity becoming the 
priest’s office, said unto his son, Thou art 
a priest unto me, but thou knowest that in 
thy father’s vineyard there is nothing to 
do in the priest’s office, and for thee to hoe 
corn and plant vines, that thou should be 
chargeable'to no one, would degrade thy 
office as a priest. Therefore rise up and 
take thy life in thy hand, and go towards 
the sea shore, to a people that are desti- 
tute, and have no priest, and say unto 
them, The Lord hath sent me, and if you 
will pay me eight shekels of silver per day, 
I will tarry with thee this day, and be unto 
thee a priest. And the elders of the peo- 
ple said unto Ebenezer the priest, by the 
laws and statutes received from our fa- 
thers, we can pay thee no more than six 
shekels of silver per day. And Ebenezer 
the priest said unto the elders, Pay me the 
eight shekels of silver, that I may say unto 
the elders in the land whither | am jour- 
neying, thus and so hath been done unto 
me ; and peradventure, the Lord willing, 
on my return to the land of my fathers, I 
will repay thee two shekels of silver. And 
the saying (deception) pleased the elders, 
and so it was done as the priest had said, 
and all the people said Amen. Now it 
came to pass} that Ebenezer the priest, af- 
ter finishing his ministry in the land whith- 
er he was journeying, was called of the 
Lord to return by a way that he knew not, 
and by a path that he had not trod, to the 
land of his fathers, and it is commonly re- 
ported to this day in the land, that he has 
not paid back the two shekels of silver.— 
Here endeth the first lesson. BEREAN. 





BRIEF DIALOGUES—NO. 6. 
Limitarian. Have you got religion ? 
Universalist. Is not religion rather to be 
practised than possessed? The Bible in- 
forms me that I shall “ cease to do evil, 
and learn to do well.” Is not this reli- 
gion ? 

L. That is the beginning of religion, but 
not religion itself, 


self unspotted from the world.” 





U. Micah also says—* He hath showed 
thee, O man, what is good ; and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God?” (6: 8) thus evidently im. 
plying that this is all which is required, 

L. That might have been all which wag 
required of the Jews, but we as Christians 
are required to work out our salvation with 
a sorrow not to be repented of, and thus 
get a saving interest in the crucified Re. 
deemer, that he may be found in us the 
hope of glory. 

U. But this was addressed to man in 
general, as may be seen by the phrase“ Q 
man.” 

L. Yes, and the phrase “ walk humbly 
with thy God,” may imply an attendance 
on outward and public worship, the prac. 
tice of prayer, an observance of the ordi- 
nances of the church, and a cordial Co-ope- 
ration with the faithful, in Missionary, Bi- 
ble, and other Societies—such being the 
external evidences of that religion which 
glows in the hearts of all true believers, 

U. True, prayer is refreshiug to the 
heart which needs divine aid and support, 
or when it overflows with love and grati- 
tude unto God ; and attendance on public 
worship is proper, when instruction can be 
gained—but as for forms and ceremonies, 
and the numerous orthodox Societies, I 
deem them unnecessary, if not harmful. If 
to walk humbly with God mean any thing, 
it means, | should suppose, an humble re- 
signation to his will, and a true conception 
of his character, as these will always cre- 
ate humility and upright conduct. 

L. Your Testament will teach you bet- 
ter! 

U. Christ informs us that love to God 
and love to man embrace the law and the 
prophets; and St. James says, that “ pure 
religion and undefiled, before God and the 
Father, is this, To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep one’s 
If you 
profess more than this “ pure religion and 
undefiled,” J do not. A.B. G. 
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Lectures on Future Punishment. By Ed- 
ward R. Tyler. Pastor of the South 
Church, Middletown, Con. “ Our God 
js a consuming fire.” Am I therefore 
your enemy, because [ tell you the 
truth?” Parmelee and Greenfield. pp. 
180. [ Continued. | 
We have already cursorily examined the 

certainty of future punishment, or so much 

of that certainty as amounts to nothing, 
as displayed in the first Lecture of Mr. Ty- 
ler; nor is it our intention to dwell tedi- 
ously on the second Lecture. The cap- 
tion is “The certainty of Future Punish- 
ment from the use of Hades.” Text— 

«And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being 

in torments.” 

Before we commence a continuation on 
this Lecture, the reader ought to be in- 
formed, that the reverend author has dis- 
covered something of which the profound 
critic, and erudite scholar, Dr. Campbell, 
was entirely ignorant: viz. that the word 
hades ought to be translated hell, in that 
sense in which the majority of those who 
are called Christians, generally understand 
it, The professor and the Pastor of the 
South Church, Middletown, are therefore 
atissue. As it is matter of opinion, the 
reader can attach most importance to that 
which he shall think rests on the best 
foundation. 

The Lecture opens thus : 

“ The Greek poets divide Hades into two 
apartments, one of which they call Tarta- 
rus, where the wicked dwell in great de- 
gradation and misery, the other Elysium, 
the delightfu! residence of the righteous. 
The latter Jews, many of whom were bet- 
ter acquainted with the Greek than with 
the Hebrew language, adopted the same 
meaning, with only slight modifications. 
They supposed Hades to be a vast subter- 
ranean receptacle, in which the souls of 
men exist in a separate state, until the re- 
surrection of their bodies. According to 
them, the region of the blessed, called Pa- 
radise, in allusion to their own Scriptures, 
is in the upper part of this receptacle ; while 
beneath is the abyss, in which the souls of 
the wicked are subjected to punishment. 





Thus it appears, they sometimes used it in 
a more extensive sense than they attached 
to Gehenna, which denotes only the place 
of torment, or that part of Hades where 
the wicked are confined.” 


The first remark which we shall make, 
is this—the text is of heathen origin, and 
is related as a parable in the Gemara Ba- 
bylonicum, written long before the days of 
Christ. In the second place, heathen opin- 
ions, and the dreams of poets, are produc- 
ed as proofs that it refers to a state of things 
beyond the grave. We will now look at 
another bold declaration, and then at his 


‘conclusion. 


** Christ and the rich man descended to 
Hades, but not to the same apartment ; 
one went to Paradise with the penitent 
thief, the other went to be tormented in 
Gehenna.” 


And here follows his very logical con- 
clusion. 


“Tt seems, on the authority of these facts, 
that an invincible argument, in favor of fu- 
ture punishment, may be drawn from the 
use of Hades.” 


On the autbority of what facts? Let 
the reader determine, if he can, on what 
FACTS “an invincible argument” is 
founded. The facts are, that Greek poets 
said thus and so—that Jews credited the 
same opinions, and that Mr. Tyler thinks 
pretty much as the ancient heathen and 
Jews believed—and hence the invincible 
argument. Butif the heathen were so or- 
thodox as to furnish tenets for the use of 
Jews and Christians, why were apostles 
sent to Christianize them, and why did 
Paul inform the Athenians that they wor- 
shipped God ignorantly ? 

But again: Where is the authority for 
the declaration, that “one went to Para- 
dise with the penitent thief, the other went 
to be tormented in Gehenna?” We can 
tell you all the authority which is offered : 
it was the opinion of heathen poets! and 
this is all the authority which supports his 
unqualified assertion. 

We ask, now, whether Mr. T. is really 
so ignorant of the different uses to. which 
the term Hades is applied, ashe appears to 
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be? and is he yet to learn, that darkness 
and ignorance, and temporal suffering, of- 
ten imply the sense attached to this word 
by the penmen of the Bible? Nay, does 
he not know, that the original import of 
the word is to ask, to inquire, that it ex- 
presses that which can ‘neither be seen nor 
known, and about which we can acquire 
no information ? 


As to the rich man and Lazarus, he will 
find nothing to support his assertions. All 
the verbs are those used to denote people 
or things on a LEVEL, and near together. 
Not a word about character, excepting that 
of humanity, which attaches to the once 
rich mah, nor a single circumstance which 
indicates that the scene transpired in ano- 
ther world, or in an immortal state. 


But we must pass over a vast deal of 
assumption in silence. Much is too pue- 
rile to bear a repetition, and more is too 
weak to need our observation. Near the 
close of this Lecture, however, he states 
that an account of his stewardship will 
soon be demanded; that the books will be 
opened, and that among the records will 
appear the history of his ministry! We 
wish to inquire of him, How do you know 
these things? Do you indeed understand 
the topography of Hades, its localities, its 
upper and lower stories, its inhabitants, 
and their occupations? You, sir, are but 
a weak, erring mortal, an inhabitant of 
this world, and have taken upon yourself 
a task which you can no more accomplish, 
than an oyster can create a world, or re- 
gulate the motions of the heavenly bodies. 
Time, properly employed, may teach you 
a more profitable study—that of facts and 
things, not opinions and words. Know- 
ledge may clip the wings of your pre- 
sumption, and reproof afford you a lesson 
by which you may, and we trust will, pro- 
fit. We trust you are not of those who 
canhot teach and will not learn, and our 
desire is, that instead of the “learned ig- 
norance” of theological schoolmen, you 


will study that— 


° institute 

Of laws eternal, whose unsullied page, 

No time can change, no copier can corrupt.” 

In studying the great, the magnificent 
volume of nature, we can hardly go 
wrong. “The heavens declare the glory 
of God, and the firmament showeth his 
handy work.” Words are arbitrary, and 
language may deceive, but that which is 
witnessed by the testimony of all our sens. 
es, is obviously cettain, and the deduc- 
tions irrefutable. When knowledge of 
facts is the foundation of a theory, that 
theory must be true, and whatever theory 
runs counter to this, must be wrong.— 
Whatever system, then, belies the good- 
ness of God, cannot claim divine authori- 
ty, and that which appears to do it, ought 
to be rejected. Our God is the author of 
order, not of confusion. Wisdom’s ways 
are pleasant, and all her paths are peace, 

R. CANFIELD. 


-Se— 
CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY, WEB- 
STER’S DICTIONARY, &c. 

The editor of the Christian Repository 
is of opinion that the Review of Web- 
ster’s Dictionary, published in the fifth 
number of this paper, “‘ ought to be consid- 
ered rude and impertinent.” And why? 
Because, forsooth, we had the impertinence 
to question the signification given by the 
learned author, of the word pamwn and its 
derivatives, and for calling on Noah Web- 
ster, L. L. D. to defend his definitions !~— 
Most heinous offences, truly ! 





The editor wishes to know why the ve- 
nerable Webster should be called to an ac- 
count? Says he—*Why not challenge 
the whole host of lexicographers, with all 
their patrons, to the test.” We do. 

He also wishes to know, whether the 
‘author of this “great Dictionary” has 
made any innovation? He has. It was 
once heresy to doubt that old and ugly 
women were witches, who could be killed 





inno other way than,by silver bullets.— 
! Yet. if we mistake not, Noah Webster has 
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et . 
not told us that this is the meaning of the 


word * witch.” 

If it be so that error must be countenanc- 
ed, because our grand-sires believed it to 
be truth, then the editor of the Repository 
js correct in saying that our Review was 
«rude and impertinent.” 

But what is the duty of a lexicogra- 
pher ? Is itsolely and alone to tell us what 
others have supposed to be the true defini- 
tion of words? If so, then Noah Webster 
istight, and the editor of the Repository 
is right also. é 

But if it be the duty of an honest and 
« indefatigable” lexicographer to inform us 
of the true meaning of words, then Noah 
Webster is wrong, and the editor of the 
Repository is wrong also. 

If Noah Webster considers himself right 
in his definition of the word damn and its 
derivatives, let him marshal the host of or- 
thodox divines, and come forth boldly and 
fearlessly in defence thereof. 


But how are we to understand the mean- 
ing of words? Must we receive the ipse 
dizit of tradition, and the superstition of 
past ages? If so, then Noah Webster is 
right. 

But if we are to understand them as they 
were intended to signify when spoken, then 
it bhhooves Noah Webster, or the editor of 
the Repository, or any one who feels com- 
petent, to disprove what is said in the Re- 
view. 


Has this been done? Has it been at- 
tempted? The editor of the Repository 
has written a Greek Lexicon. Does he 
say that paMN means to “ sentence to ever- 
lasting punishment in a future state?” If 
not, then he is guilty of innovation. 


If he has departed from the “ established 
usage of the language,” he has “ deprived 
thousands of the meaning of a word which 
has been sanctioned by the usage of hun- 
dreds of years.” This very “ attempt,” 
renders me “ rude and impertinent.” I will 
not retort. 


The editor says—“ The custom of lan- 





guages is too inflexible to bend to new usa- 
ges in a moment.” ‘ 

But ifa wrong meaning is attached to 
words by custom, shall we not attempt to, 
reform the abuse? Rev. S. C. Loveland 
has attempted it. Is his example worthy 
of imitation ? 

“ Why then is Noah Webster to be called 
to this account?” Ianswer, Because his 
isa “great Dictionary”—it is the latest, 
and accounted the most accurate—and be- 
cause the author is a learned and indefati- 
gable man, and should have known, if he 
did not, that his definition was not correct. 
We have called him to an account, because 
every man should be held accountable for 
what he speaks and writes—and further, 
because we do not feel disposed to suffer 
error to be masked, and to lie concealed in 
a bed of truth. 

We grant that Noah Webster deserves 
much commendation for his labours. But 
does this release him from the duty of de- 
fending them? Because he is “ venerable” 
and “indefatigable,” must we sit with fol- 
ded arms, and suffer error to be promul- 
gated under his name and authority? This 
course of conduct, we trust would not be 
sanctioned by the editor of the Repository. 
Yet he calls our review “ rude and imper- 
tinent !” 

The editor says it is intrusive to “ dare to 
the test,” “men whom we have no reason 
to believe will enter the field of controversy 
with us.” What reason had we to believe 
that Noah Webster would be silent? we 
know of none. Let this principle be es- 
tablished, and to what will it lead? It would 
prevent investigation in every case. By 
this principle truth would be muzzled, and 
error uncontroverted, would stalk abroad 
in conscious dignity. 

The editor seems to be of opinion that 
we havecalled Noah Webster to anaccount, 
because he “ made a great Dictionary, and 
has not explained damn and its derivatives 
to please the Universalists.” Is this the 
language of sincerity? The question is not, 
does it please us? or does it displease? 
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does it agree with our preconceived opin- 
ions? or is it opposed thereto? The plain 
question to be decided, is, “ what is truth ?” 
. What did Christ mean when he spoke the 
words recorded Mark 16: 16? quoted by 
Noah Webster is proof of his definition of 
the word damned. So'soon as argument 
is produced in defence of the definitions, 


we are prepared to reply. A.C. T. 





‘(> Since the above was in type, I have 
read an article in the same number of the 
Repository, in which a writer, comment- 
ing on Mark 16: 16, says—“*In Grove’s 
Greek Dictionary, lately published in this 
country, we have the following definition 
of this word, [katakrino, rendered damned 
in the passage above named :] ‘ to adjudge, 
to determine, decide, or judge against; to 
sentence, condemn ; to punish.’ This ful- 
ly supports the.definition which the Editor 
of the Christian Repository has given to it, 
in his own Greek Lexicon.” 

Why, then, does the editor of the Repo- 
sitory call us “ rude and impertinent,” for 
defending and supporting his own defini- 
tion? Let candour reply. 

Why is it that our English lexicogra- 
phers do not cull their definitions from 
Lexicons, and not from Dictionaries form- 
ed by the “say so” of tradition? It is for 
the same reason that Nicodemus “ came to 
Jesus by night”—for fear of losing his po- 
pularity, and being cast out of the syna- 
gogue—out of the company of modern bi- 
gots and supercilious Pharisees. 

A. C. T. 
~~ @Be«- 


BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. 


“Art. Il. Of the going down of Christ 
into Hell. As Curist died for us, and 
was buried; so aso is it to be BELIEVED, 
that he went down into Hell.” 


Here it is plainly asserted, not only that 
Christ died and was buried, buty also, that 
he went down inio Hell. Now to attempt 
an accommodation of this Article, by say- 
ing “he went to the place of departed spi- 
rits,” betrays the weakness of the cause 
which renders such an evasion necessary ; 





because, if Jesus went to the place of hap. 
py departed spirits, then the word Heil jg 
employed to deceive the reader, since jt 
would mean the same as Heaven. There. 
fore, according to the third Article of the 
Episcopalian doctrine, either Jesus Christ 
is now in Hell, the place of the damned, o; 
one being, at least, who went there, has 
come out again. Which will our friend 
prefer—to renounce the doctrine of the 
Church, or embrace Universalism? We 
discover no other alternative. 


The: reader may imagine, perhaps, that 
we have misunderstood the phrase “ went 
into Hell ;” and think that no protestant 
divine would maintain the doctrine whieh 
we attribute to Episcopalians. But we 
can show him his mistake. John Calvin 
was an open advocate for the sufferings of 
Christ in Hell. Speaking of the death of 
Christ, he says, (Inst. lib. ii. Sec. xi.) + No. 
thing would have been done by the mere 
death of Christ, if he had not also after. 
wards descended into Hell, where he sus. 
tained the death that is inflicted by an an. 
gry God on the wicked.” Hence, Calvin 
is more to the point than the “ Book of 
Common Prayer.” For, according to his 
doctrine, Jesus not only assumed the cha- 
racter ofa guilty person, but he actually 
suffered the pains of the damned, in Hell, 
and ascended from thence to Heaven. — 
Here is proof, strong as Holy Writ, to ma. 
ny, that one being has suffered the ven: 
geance of an angry God, even in Hell, and 
yet been made perfectly happy. What 
sort of a Redemptionist was Calvin? 


Now, although we ask no man to pro- 
fess our doctrine on such slender evidence 
as the testimony of John Calvin and the 
Prayer Book, yet we solicit the inquirer to 
show, if he can, wherein we have miscon- 
strued his words, or those of the authors 
above quoted. R.8. 


QUESTIONS FOR SOLUTION. 


Suppose I have a servant that will not 
do my work without the use of the whip; 
is it to him or to the whip I am indebted for 
his service? If it isthe whip, can I be un- 
der any obligation to the servant? In such 
acase, if had to reward the meritorious, 
I would like to be informed whether | 
should reward the servant or the whip. If 
it should be answered that the servant de- 
served no reward, I would ask how those 
who are restrained from vice, and kept in 
the way of duty by the terrors of a Hell, 
can be entitled to a reward in a future state, 
for performances extorted. A. C.—Lib. 
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“EXTRACT FROM “LACON.” For the New-York Gospel Herald. _ 
Christianity has been emphatically term- Another Conversion in the Ministry. 
t ed the social religion, and society isthe} Rev. Luke Babcock, of Pharsalia, N. Y. 


sphere of all its duties, as the eclip- | formerly alBaptist, has recently avowed his 


mK. . Society i h that |.. wer 
ies of the sun. Society is a ephere that) apelin modem orthodoxy and the dog 


that it demands. He, therefore, that re- | mas of an endless hell, with all its concom- 
tires to cells and to caverns, to stripes and | itants. He has commenced proclaiming, 


to famine, to court a more arduous Con-| 4. gidthe angels, “good tidings of great 


: d to win a richer crown, is doubly, . A . 
aes d; the conflict is less, the poe 9 | joy which shall be to all people.” Heisa 


ignothing. He may indeed win a race, if | man of very respectable endowments. We 
he can be admitted to have done so, who! pray God thathis bow may abidein strength 


had mo competitors, because he chose to| __ : 
run alone; but he will be entitled to no thet he may go feuth . cogquesing ‘and 


| prize, because he ran out of the course.— | /aying low the highlands of bigotry and su- 
« Who hath required this at yeur hands 2” | perstition. J. B. SHannon. 
This single question ought to have made| New-York, May 5. 

the ascetic pause, before he weaved his 
horse-hair, or platted his thong. Alas! 
See teaethe oosied cmd. chaneiial epiiletal HYMN BOOK. 

Christianity been perverted by fools atone| We have received the “New Hymn 
time, and by knaves at another; by the} Book,” by 8S. & R. Streeter. It is, with- 


self-tormentors of the cell, or the all-tor-| 4 exception, the best we have ever exa- 


mentors of the conclave. In this enlight-|_. ; pont ae 
ened age, we despise perhaps the absurdi- mined. The typographical execution is 


ties of the one, and the atrocities of the | not exceeded, if equalled, by any work 
other. The day is gone by when saints} ever issued, to our knowledge, from the 


could post to paradise by the smack of! american Press. That this is not flattery 
their own whip, as if virtue, like beauty,|  . * ‘ 
were only skin deep, and devotion, like a will be evident to those who shall call at 


| top, could not be kept up but by flogging ; | this office and examine it. 

| asthough the joys of heaven, like the com-| We have a few copies for sale, price 50 
forts of an inn, required to be heightened atin amtiie 

by the privations of the journey, and the _ 
ruggedness of the road. But after we 
have laughed at these things, let us looka| ORIGINAL ANECDOTE.—A Fact. 
little seriously at ourselves. Are there no 
other words ending in ism, that are now 
creating as many self-tormentors as catho- 
licism has lost? Are there no protestants 
who are their own popes? And are there 
no dissenters from truth, as well as from 
error? Are there none whom Calvin has 
placed upon a spiritual pinnacle far more 
giddy and aspiring than the mrable pillar 
of St. Simeon? And are there none whom 
he torments with the scorpion stings of a 
despair ten times more horrible than the 
whips of St. Dominic? who have perhaps 
escaped the melancholy of madness, only 
by exchanging it for the presumption of 
pride ; denying that eternal mercy to oth- 
ers, of which they themselves also once 


OO a See ae ee 











A preacher of the denomination of Uni- 
versalists was once travelling in the western 
part of this state, when he called at a pub. 
lic house forrefreshment. Being seated in 
a room where were several young people of 
various religious views, there came in a 
pompous young fellow who had lately be- 
come aconvert, and joined the Presbyterian 
church. He held in his hand a hazel-nut ; 
and with much seeming dignity he says, 
“now gentleman, by this nut I will show 
you three different kinds of doctrine—the 
shough, or outer shell, I will call Univer- 
salism ; that is good for nothing.” So say- 
ing he pulled it off and threw it into the 
fire—then laying his finger on the inner 

& thic ”? : ‘ 7} 
despaired, as though that were a fountain shell, “this,” said he, “I will call the 


th ; (ase _ | Methodist doctrine—this also is good for 
— could diminish, or number ex nothing.” Then taking a hammer to crack 


the nut, he says, “now I wiil shoyy you 

' my doctrine,” (Presbyterianism.) So say- 

The proceedings of the “ New York and | ing he smote the nut—it opened—when, 

Philadelphia Association” shall be given in | lo! the meat had perished—there was noth- 
our next number. ing within !—Evangelical Magazine. 

















a a 


NEW-YORK GOSPEL HERALD, 











SELECTED. 














God, thou hast fix’d the date of man, 
And who would lengthen out his span ? 
Enough of pains, and toils, and fears, 
Meet in the round of seventy years : 

And earth must like a desert spread, 
_When all life’s flow’rs are pluck’d or degd. 


One year—the season’s change is o’er ; 
What would a thousand teach us more? 
Each hath its garlands and its gloom, 

Its joyous festivals and doom ; 
And ancient lyre, and modern lay, 
Chant the same strains to welcome May. 


*Tis day upon the eastern hills, 
But shade, deep shade, yon valley fills— 
And thus let centuries pass arrayed 
In robe of mist, half night, half shade, 
Will morning come and wake the throng, 
That plod life’s beaten path along. 


And see old night her crown put on, 
Undimmed as when o’er Babylon 
She wooed the Magi’s thoughtful eye 
To trace the starry page on high, 
And this the sky hath ever shone, 
As bright, as boundless, and unknown. 


And man is weak and wayward still, 
As proud to plan, as prone to ill— 
The vaunting knowledge he acquires 
Is but the wisdom of his sires, 
And still from age to age the same, 
Thechase of pleasure, wealth and fame. 


And who would be a slave, and dwell 
Forever in a dungeon cell, 
Countjng the links that form his chain? 
Such is the soul that would retain 
The fetters earth’s dull prison binds, 
To check the flight of deathless minds. 





ets 


“AWFUL WARNING.” 


The same day on which the “colored 
boy” was killed at Greenbush, a Presbyt- 
erian meeting house in Genoa, in this coun. 
ty, wasstruck with lightning while the 
church were partaking of the Sacrament, 
The electric fluid struck the spire, descep. 
ded and shattered the desk to atoms, knock. 
ed down the parson, and the deacon who 
.was serving the people with the bread 
knocked the plate from his hands and pros. 
trated several others engaged in exercises 
of the occasion! Andthis too, was an “ay. 
ful warning”—an. exhibition of divine 
wrath, forsooth, inasmuch as the work jp 
which the people were engaged, was nej. 
ther a work of “necessity nor merey”— 
and moreover it should be held up as ay 
admonitory warning to all “wine drink. 
ers,” inasmuch as those affected by the 
shock were about to drink of the juice of 
the grape. Will the editor of the Register 
notice this last event ?—Gospel Advocate, 





INSTANCE OF DEPLORABLE BIGOTRY.—A 
royal ordinance has lately been issued in 
Saxony, which forbids (under heavy pen- 
alty) any Saxon under twenty one years 
ofage, from changing his religion ; and a- 
ny one secretly professing a new faith, is 
to pay a large fine, and to be deprived of 
all his civil rights.—Religious Paper. 





AnotHuer.—lI the village of Lockport, 
individuals of the most unexceptionable 
moral character have been publicly excom- 
municated by the Priest of the Presbyterian 
church, for changing their religious senti- 
ments. In other sections of the country, 
individuals have been deprived of their 
civil rights, on account of their opinions 
not being orthodox. How muchare Amer- 
icans behind the Saxons, in instances of 
deplorable bigotry? Ep. P. Ex. 





Notice.—The Trustees of the First Uni- 
versalist Society in this city, hereby give 
notice, that the pews in their house are 
now ready to be rented from the first of 
May. 
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